We know that pastoral ministry

to young Catholics is effective when...

We ask young
people to
speak for their
own needs and
advocate for
their peers

our partners

We respond to
the pastoral
needs of
young people

We understand
that effective
ministry

requires a

team

We regularly
assess the needs
of young people and
allow the vision we
articulate for ministry
to be shaped by
those needs

We avoid words
like “kickoff,”
“event,” “youth
group,” or

We understand that
young people are

because they are

baptized, not
V§]£(e3 ?gxgcjrfe because they
behalf of yourg register or show up
people

We recognize that
all parishioners
have an essential
role to play in
youth ministry

in faith

“membership”

We assist our
young people in

We encourage understanding
young people to their role in the

see the parish wider faith

as a place of community
opportunity for

service, ministry,
and education

We welcome all
young people
regardless of

how they identify

themselves as
children of God

We do not wait
until young
people are in
middle school to
invite them to
be involved in
parish life
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ENGAGEMENT

We give care
to minister
appropriately to We celebrate
those from milestones in the
different lives of young
cultures people
We invite young
people to be
\%ﬁﬁg ;%%ﬁg% connected to the
participation in all diocesan church
We give young our parish’s liturgies,
people skills and being careful not to
opportunities to relegate themtoa
pray together separate celebration
We create and
maintain intentional We understand that
_pafhwa\/?j _tfﬂat fOSteg adult leaders are
TIElLET e Ol Lol el conduits to ministry el
opportunity for opportunities for fri:n?:l)fyeannd
par’t_nﬁrshp*f‘:I be’lt’]we(fn young people, not P il
parisnes and schoos gatekeepers invitations to all

Who are “young people?”

Effective pastoral ministry with young people can lead to vibrant faith communities, but it first requires us to rethink what we mean by
“young people.” Our definition of young people extends from the time of reception of First Eucharist into young adulthood. If young people
are old enough to receive Jesus in the Eucharist, there should be ways we can engage them in the life, mission, and ministry of the parish.
If young adults are to be encouraged to stay active in their parishes, they, too, should be welcomed and encouraged to share their gifts.

young people in
the parish

OUR PARISH
COMMUNITY

We reach out to We welcome and
young people value young people,
intentionally, not regardless of how
accidentally they dress, how they
act, or how often
they show up
We ensure that at
We create least five different
asafe adults know the
environment names of each
for young We interview, YRUNEIREISel
people provide a job

description, and
evaluate our

volunteers for
We celebrate the ministry
generosity and
contributions of
young people in
R We verify that our
adult leaders are
cleared for service
We empower and properly
parents to be prepared for ministry
partnersin with young people
ministry
LEADERSHIP
We welcome
young people
into leadership We have clergy
roles within the that are visibly
parish present to our

young people

We invite
young people into
opportunities to
serve others and
invite them to reflect
theologically about
these opportunities

We empower
young people to
be disciples of
Jesus Christ

We offer
opportunities for
young people to
participate in the
sacrament of
Reconciliation on a
regular basis

We extend
catechesis with

oung people
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in confirmation We view with, and for

everything young young people

people are a part

of through the lens
of evangelization

We ensure that

We offer

Tt confirmation
pilgrimages and We encourage preparation is
service opportunities young people to just one of
fo young pecple so look at the ways many catechetical
they can grow in which God may opportunities for
spiritually and in be calling them to young people

community serve His church

CATHOLIC YOUTH &
YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY

Diocese of Wilmington
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For more information, visit www.cdowcym.org



